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Abstract 
 
A polimetallic vein system (Pb, Zn, Ag, Cu and Au) and an intensely altered area formed 
near the Lago Fontana, Argentine Patagonia, in a time interval of ten million years. The 
Cerro Bayo hydrothermally altered region formed at about 132 ±4 Ma, temperatures of 
185-145 °C and argillic alteration of medium intensity. A carbonaceous-silicic sinter 
during this event. The Ferrocarrilera alteration system formed at about 114 ±4 Ma, 
temperatures about 250-180 °C, and shows higher sulphidation; alteration is mostly 
chloritic. Marine and continental sedimentary rocks formed during the time interval of 
deposition of the two altered regions, along with voluminous volcanism, which is the 
country-rock of the Ferrocarrilera deposit. Based on field relations, geochronology and 
Pb isotopes, these two hydrothermally altered regions are related to epizonal granitic 
intrusions from the Patagonian Batholith. The two deposits are of low sulphidation, 
epithermal type. 
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