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Abstract 
 
Eosphorite, a Mn (II), Fe(II) and Al basic hydrated phosphate has been found in Ranquel 
beryllium-bearing pegmatite, San Luis province, Argentina. This mineral occurs as  prismatic and 
divergent subidiomorfic crystals flattened along [b], the dominant forms are {100}, {110} and 
{010}, with the following physical properties: reddish brown color, vitreous luster in fresh surface 
and a Mohs hardness of 5-6. Optically the mineral is biaxial negative with α= 1.640, ß=1.664, γ= 
1.668, δ= 0.028 and 2Va= 45° (calculated by Mertie's method); the elongation sign is positive, the 
optical orientation is X= b, Y= a and Z^c= 1.2°; the absorption is Z>X=Y with Z= grayish yellow 
and X--Y= pale yellow. The chemical composition, based an EDAX analyses gives P, Al, Mn and 
Fe; the Mn/Fe>1 ratio indicates that this mineral is the Mn rich member in the eosphorite-
childrenite series. 
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